
jon 5igurdsson Chapter lODE 

T went~-ninth Annual 

Ceremon~ 
atthe 

Jon 5igurdsson 5tatue 

Manitoba Legislative Grounds 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Frida~, june 17th, 20 1 1 

In Celebration of 

The First jon 5 igurdsson Da~ 
in Manitoba, 

The 5ixt,y-5eventh Anniversar,y 

of 

lceland'slndependence Da,y 

and the 

200th Anniversar~ of the Dirth of 

jon 5igur~sson 



~enda for Wreath La,Ying Ceremon'y - Jon Sigurdsson Statue 

Legislative Grounds - June 17, 201 I 

6:)0 pm: 

6:+5 pm: 

Anthems: 

Welcome: 

Greetings: 

The [)usta2>akir~ukor choir performs at the 

steps ot the Legislative building 

F rocession to the Jon Sigurdsson Statue 

o Canada o Gu2> Vors Lands 

Ingrid Slobodian 

F'resident, jon Sigurdsson Chapter lODE.. 

Ingrid Slobodian 

Introduction and greetings trom dignitaries 

Guest Speaker: Ambassador Svavar Gestsson 

Introduction b!J Consul General ot Iceland, 

Atli Asmundsson 

Wreath la~ing: 

Message: 

Introduction ot the lJallkona 201 I 

Kathi Thorarinson Neal, F resident 

lcelandic Festival ot Manitoba 

lJallkona Vi ~amason Hilton 

rrWinnipegJon'J b~ David Gislason 

Read b~ Thor E..!)ol~son 

Ambassador 5vavar Gestsson 

Ambassador Svavar Gestsson and his wite Gu~run J\gustsdottir are 

our guests o~ honour toda!J. Ambassador Gestsson served as Consul 

General tor Iceland in Manitoba trom 1999 to 2001 opening up lceiandJs 

~irst diplomatic office in Canada. H 'e also oversaw and spearheaded 

Iceland's extensive Millennium Lvents F rogram in Canada consisting ot 

several hundred events all over the countr~. 

Following his tenure in Manitoba, Ambassador Gestsson became 

Iceland's Am bassador to Sweden and later Denmark also responsible ~or 
Tunisia, T urke!JJ Israel, f\omania, Slovenia, bulgaria, Serbia and Albania 

as well as being a Special E..nvo!) to the African Union. 

De~ore coming to Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Gestsson had an 

illustrious career as a parliamentarian, a tederal minister and a newspaper 

editor. 

Ambassador Gestsson is now retired and devotes much ot his time to 

writing. He is n~w a member ot the board ot The lcelandic National 

League ot Iceland. 

Dignitaries: His Honour, The Honourable fhilip S · Lee, C.M., O.M. 

and Her Honour Anita Lee 

The Honourable Greg Selinger, F'rernier ot Manitoba 

Consul General ot Iceland, Atli Asmundsson 

and pru~ur Helgadottir 

Councillor Grant Nordman, Cit!) ot Winnipeg 

Ambassador Svavar Gestsson and Gu2>run J\gustsdottir 

lJallkona 20 I 1 Vi ~amason Hilton 

Attendants: K.iera Hilton and Rachelle 50urget 

Escort: Tim Arnason 



, Ji lll 5igur~sson Statue 

, } . n ,~ i'gllr~sson is considered 

I he k ' .~J individual in the tight tor 
Ie ~ I ndic autonom~ trom Danish 
nIle and he was the ~irst president 

or the modem da~ Icelandic 
Althing. In 1910) Icelanders began 
discussing erecting a statue o~ jon 

5igur~sson to commemorate the 
1 oOth anniversar~ ot his birth. 

M~n.t:J Icelanders in North America 
w;, ntcd to be a part ot this Icelandic 

lI'I itiL l:ive. It was decided b~ North 
/\nl 'ric n Icelanders to undertake 

.1 !:un d raising project with the goal 
Dr r ising 1 opoo kronur. This 

pr~ect was a great success with 
10,+ 15 kronur raised.Capproximatel:J 
$2,800,00) This mone~ was 
donated b~ 6,000 individuals trom 
v -H~ious lcelandic settlements in 

Nori:h America. 

· I-ll(~ Illone~ was received with 

gr;'ltihlde in Iceland and the 

Jcel.:lIlders decided to have two 
statues made and to send one as 

a gift to the Icelanders in North 
America . 

The statue arrived in Winnipeg 
in 1912. After much discussion, 
in 1921, the statue was erected 
on the grounds ot the Manitoba 

Legislative 5uilding where it 
stands toda~. The statue ot jon 
5igur~sson was the tirst statue to 
be erected on the grounds ot the 

Manitoba Legislative t::>uilding. It 
is located east ot the building and 

races east toward Iceland . 



Representatives o~ ]celandic Organizations in Manitoba 

Mrs. Ingrid Slobodian) Fresident, jon Sigurdsson Chapter lODe 

Mr. Ron johnson, f resident, Icelandic Canadian Fran 

Mr. Tim Samson, F resident, Canada Iceland Foundation 

Dr. 5irna ~arnadottir, Chair ot Icelandic Studies, 

Universit:J ot Manitoba 

Ms. Sigrid johnson, Head Librarian, Icelandic Col!ection, U ot M 

Mrs. Gail Einarson-McCleer!::J, f resident, 

Icelandic National League o·~ North America 

Dr. Richard Sigurdson, Dean ot Arts, Universit:J ot Manitoba 

Mr. Grant 5tetanson, f resident, Logberg-Heimskringla 

Mr. William D, Valgardson, Editor, Logberg-Heimskringla 

Mrs. Lorna T ergesen, Managing editor, 

The Icelandic Connection Magazine 

Mrs. /(athi Thorarinson Neal, f resident, Icelandic - csbvwl or 1M .. nitoba 

Mrs . T amm!::J Axelsson, Director, New Iceland H c r;t: ·,,\~~/~ MlI:-='Clllll 

IMr. Doug Ola~son, f resident, 5etel H ome rO IJl1(~ - bon 

Mr. r:: ... rnest 5te~anson, f resident, 5etd Herit age rOllnd· hon 

Mrs. Selma F arsons, F resident, 5candinavian Cultura l C.cllt:re, Winnipeg 

Ms. Linda 5igurdson Colette, Lestrarfe!agi~ Gle:Jm-mer-ei 

Mr. E:>rad Hirst, Icelandic Language Camp 

Mrs. Lorna T ergesen, f resident, Gim!i Icelandic Canadian 5ociet!::J 

Ms. Maria Dear, F resident, 5ruin Chapter, 5elkirk 

Mr. [)ob lsleitson, F resident, F alkinn, Drandon 

Mr. David Gislason, f resident, E~an, Arborg 

Mrs. Ellen Steinthorson, F resident, Lundar Chapter I NL 

Mr. Harle:J jonasson, Fresident, Icelandic River Heritage 5ites 

Jon 5igurdsson Chapter lODE. 

The jon Sigurdsson Chapter lODE.. is a chapter of lODE Canada, 
a women's charitable organization dedicated to enhancing the <1ualit:J 

of life tor individuals through education support, communit:J service and 

citiz.enship programs. 

jon Sigurdsson Chapter lODE. will celebrate 100 :Jears ot service 

in 201 b. Founded b~ Gudrun Skaptason, the tirst :Jears were spent 

supporting our service men and women overseas and when the:J returned 

home. T oda!j, the Chapter's main project is the 5cholarship f rogram 
with 12-15 scholarships presented annuall!j. 

A wreath la!::Jing ceremon!::J to commemorate Iceland's Da!::J ot 

Independence on june 17 was reinstated in 1982 b~ the jon 

.5igurdsson Chapter lODE. and has since been an annual event in 

r~a rtnership with the I NL Ch~pter Icelandic Canadian Fran, the Consu l 

(~c:nerol o~ Iceland, Mr. Atli Asmundsson and Neil [)ardal Funeral 
( '.entre. 

Icelandic Canadian Fran 

-rh,~ Icelandic Canadian Fran is the Winnipeg Chapter ot the 

Icelandic National League ot North America. Icelandic Canadian 

I ·r6n endeavours to promote and to preserve a health!::J' vibrant Icelandic 

c lJlture and heritage within Canadian societ!:). 

-'·hroughout the !::Jear our club has severa! events that enrich our 

common heritage including: language classesj Thorrablotj Kvennahlaupj 

F olkloramaj and June 17, Iceland's Independence Da!j. We share the 
Scandinavian Centre with the Nordic organizations and man!j ot our 

events are held in partnership with other Icelandic and 5candinavian 

groups. We are pleased to once again be partnering with the jon 

Sigu~ds50n Chapter lODE.., the Consul General ot Iceland, Mr. 
Atl; Asmunds50n and Neil [)ardal Funeral Centre to commemorate 

Iceland's lndependence Da~. 

Neil5ardal Funeral Centre 

For man!:) !:Jears, Neil5ardal pla!:Jed an integral role in the planning and 

organization ot the june 17th celebration in Winnipeg. We are pleased 

that Eirik 5ardal has jOined the organizing committee tor this annual 
event. 



JON SIGURDSSO'N 
1811-1879 

The settlingot Iceland began in 874 A.D. In 930, the Commonwealth or 

Republic ot Iceland was founded. This tirst Commonwealth period lasted well 
over )00 !::Jears. ln I 262 Iceland came under the Norwegian King, and b!::J 1380 

Iceland, togther with Norwa!j, came under the Danish Crown. ~l 
/n 18)), jon Sigurdsson sailed to Denmark intending to further his studies. 

However, he began teaching to make a living, and also worked in the a~chives 

ot the librar!j in Copenhagen. There he Found the evidence he needed that, 

indeed, there was no reason wh:J Iceland should remain under Danish rule. 

111 the 18 )OiS, because changes had been made in the Danish political parties, 

two Icelanders were allowed a place in a certain level ot the legislature. jon 

Sigurdsson immediatel:J demanded the Althing be reestablished. 

In 1844, when the Althing was reestablished, jon Sigurdsson was elected 

as president o~ the Icelandic parliament. He continued as president tor the 

remainder ot his lite. At the Althingjon pursued the changes he had been 

recommending tor Iceland in his !::Jearl!::J magazine, N9 F elagsrit - ego removal ot 

the Danish merchant monopol!jj construction ot hospitals; establishment ot 

schools to train tradesmen, tarmers, doctors, ministers and law!::Jers. He had 

also advocated elementar!::J schools in which teaching would be in the Icelandic 

bnguage. A visionar!::J statesman in the annals ot the histor:J ot Iceland, most ot 

t-'hc reforms he had advocated occured after his death. 

tl(": continued to work in Denmark tor leeland's independence, returning to 

Iceland tor the: Althingsessions. He died in 1879, but he paved the wa!::J tor 

the ruture tr-eedom ot Iceland. A new and better constitution became a realit!::J 

in 1 874j home ,rule occured in 1904; independence was established b!::J an (Act 

ot Union' in 1918; and Iceland became an autonomous republic once more in 

194-4· 

Sponsored b!::J: 

jon Sigurdsson Chapter lODE.. 

Icelandic Canadian Fron Chapter, INL 
Consulate General ot Iceland, 

Mr. Ad; Asmundsson 

Neil5ardal Funeral Centre 


